SE LLCTED LIVILS. UF 'I'HE SAINTS

OSITH (Osgyth. Osythy(d, c?(m] of Chich

{Essex), was an obscure Anglo-5axon prin-
cess. Her tribe was that of the Hiviceas,
she was martied to S[ghere ldng ol the’
East Sazxons [c.664-83). at the instgation
of his overlord Wultherg, king of h"z'rcia
(656-75). Qne purpose af ‘the :marriage
may have been to consalidate Christian-

ity in Essex, whose stals Was pretarmus 2

awing to Sighere’s apostasy; *Bede’has
nothing to say of Osith. but does recount
the reconversion of Sighere: by bishop
Jaruman. The son of Sighere and Osith,

called *Offa, became king of the ‘East b

Saxons but abdicated in 709, Osith’mean-
w!nlc had founded a conven® at Chich,
died there, and wasvenerated as a saint.
Bede's silence and- the lack of carrobm
rative e-."ldem:e to support, these details

. from her lite Legend make the story sus- .,

peck. Its mars picturesque details include
" the appearance of a.lacge and agg:resswe
white stag whenever SlghErE tried-to con-

summate the mMarmiage £1gnnﬂ.ng thi:fact-’

that they had a “¢om). Osith's Hight.to
some Eagt Anglian bishops who acceptéd

her vaw of chastity and persuaded her’

" husband to give her land for hernutmz:ry

herviolent death at Chichatthe hands of’

pirares because she refused to commit
idolatry. and her carrying hes- severed -
hezd.after death to.a church three J:m‘.les

aweay, where she was bunn_zd

'ETHELBURGA (1) (Edilburh) (2. 5?5} '

abbiess of Barking. Of a wealthy [pnssmly ;

royal) family and.sister of 'Erkanwald
Ethelburga was quite likely the owner,

as well as the ruler, of Barking. A late :

tradition says .thar Erkenwald -invited
+Hildelith from Chelles to be prioress and

future. abbess -of Barking: her difficult - '
task was to teach Ethelburgs’ monasfic’
traditions the retaining 3 subdrdm=te-__

rale.

vellous. events just befors ‘Ethelburga’s
death, such-as the death of athree
yearold' boy after calling 'Edl'h three
times for his t‘a\rnuntﬂ nun. and the cure

“of the nin *Tottgith after a vision of *
Et_hcl‘;‘urga Feast: 11 October: Barking

had translation feasts-on 7 March, 4
May. and {with those of Hildelith and
wilfrida).23 September.

*Bede devoted severil r:hapl:er: to mar—'

ETHELFLEDA (Elfleda) (8. ¢ 95(}] abbess

" of Romsey. Daughter. of "Ethelwold .of

Wessex who founded Romsey; Ethelflada
joined the community at an. early age

under *Merswenna and P_-rer-:l:ua.lly be

‘came abbess.
‘Her Legend tells that she was brought

. to the notice of the king-and queen and

stayed at court, where her habit, for ds
cetical ‘reasons, of bathmg in: the nude
at. mghtune was the occasion “of ‘the
queen’s .nervous illness, ‘caused by her.
indiscreet curiosity when she followed
her to see where she went. The queen was
afrerwards cured by theabbess's 1ntarce5—

- slon. Echelfleda died atan a:‘van.ced age.

Fea.st 23 Octoher

TECLA [Thh la) | OF ENG-LANI] [Ther:la
of Kitzingen]j {d. c.790}, Benedictine nun
‘andabhbess. English by birth'and a. relative
of *Lioba, Teclztwis a nun'of Wimbome.
{Borset) who was sent by the abbess Tatta
to help *Boniface in his missionary work

" in Germany: For a time she was a'nun.

under Lioba at Tauberbischofshaim until
becoming abbess.of Ochsenfurt and latar

. Kitzingen. The year of Her death {s-un-

known, but her cult is testifiéd by liturgi-
cal bpoks which zssign her. feast, with’
the REdman Martyrology, to 15 Ormber
Dates of 27 ar 28 Septémber are a!so

found. Her shrine remained st Kitzringen
until her relics and others' were scattered |

during the Peasants’ War of :ha 1Erh

| cenfury.”

BEGU. [d. 650k :LnglcrvSaxnn nun 'of'

" Hackness (M. Ycrksmre} wha, according
1o *Beds) saw in a vision the death.of

- *Hilda, theyfpundress of bath Whitby and
" Hatkness. In 1125 the Whitby monks, .

. short of relics of lotal saints pwing to the
translation of Hilda to Glastonbury.and

the lack of interest in *Caedmon. found:
at Hacknessa sarcophagus, supposedly by
rgv-i;tmn, which was inscribed Hoe st
sepulchrum Begw. The relics in it were trans-

iatt:d to. Whithy: where miracles were

reported, but another set gf miracles was
claimed by St. Bees, ane o
wrote this account of the Whitby-transia-

' tion. The twao saints, the frish Bega and

the Yorkshire Begu, were. thencefocth

confidently identified. The lack offiterary-
survivals of the Whitby cult is notable.

Feast: 31 October. =
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“thou didst leach men that e Orthodox Faith is

BRITISH ORTHODOX SAINTS COMMEMORATED IN
OCTOBER

Ewald the Fair and Ewald the Dark, Martyrs
Osyth of Chich, Martyr

. Iwi of Lindisfame, Hermit

Paulinus, Bishop of York

Ethelburgh, Abbess of Barking

Edwin, King and Martyt

Wilfrid, Bishop of York

Burchard, Bishop and Missionary*

Thecla of Wimborne, Abbess and Missionary
Lull, Archbishop and Missionary

Vitalis, Hermit* _

Ethelbert and Ailred, Martyrs

Nothelm, Archbishop of Canterbury

Ednoth, Bishap of Dorchester-on-Thames, Martyr
Frideswide of Qxford, Virgin -
Acca, Bishop of Hexham

Condedus, Hermit*

Tuda, Bishop of Northumbria

Elfleda of Glastonbury, Virgin

Ethelfleda, Abbess of Romsey

Albinus, Bishop and Missionary*

Cedd, Apostle of Essex

. Cuthbert, Archbishop of Canterbury

Eata, Bishop of Hexham

Edfrid, Abbot of Leominster, Confessor
Eadsige, Archbishop. of Canterbury

Ethelnath the Good, Archbishop of Canterbury
Begu, Nun

Foillan, Missionary in East Anglia

SERVICES IN OCTOBER 2026

{in the Parish Church unless otharwise stated)
Saturday Oct 3 Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite Bishop

of Athens (c .96).
Vespers 4pm.

Sunday Oct 4t 18" Sunday after Pentecost
Feast of Dedication
Divine Liturgy 9:30am.
Blessing of Catechumens).

Holy Apostle Thomas (1)
Divine Liturgy 10am.

Tuesday Oct 6t

Saint Paulinus Bishop of York (644)

Saturday Oct 10t
; Vespers 4pm.

Sunday Oct 111 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Fathers of the Seventh Council (787).

Divine Liturgy 9:30am.

Saturday Oct 17" Martyrs Ethelred & Ethelbert Princes of Kent
(c 640).
Vespers 4pm.

20! Sunday after Pentecost
St Luke Apostle & Evangelist (1%)
Divine Liturgy 9:30am.

Sunday Oct 18%

Saturday Oct 24 8t Demetrius Commermoration of the Dead
Vespers 4pm.

21¢t Sunday after Pentecost
St Tabitha Widow (15! c.).
Divine Liturgy 9:30am.

Sunday Oct 25

St Procla wife of Pontius Pilate

Tuesday Oct 27t
3 Hour 9am.

TROPARION OF ST. FURSEY.

Estallishing thy monastery in a Roman foriress I

a true bastion against (he onslaughts of every evil
farce O Father Fursey.

Where [ore pray lo God for us thal we may all be
bnstions of the Faith standing frn against the rising
tide of falseliood that our souls may be saved. '

CONFESSIONS

Confessions before or after any service or by appeintment.

SERVICES AT ST FURSEY’S

Services at St Fursey's Chapel: There are normally 3 Hour Monday with
reading from the Fathers'. Vespers at 4pm. Tuesday Vespers 4pm and
Compline 8:30pm after Bible Study. Please ring 01692 581849 to make
sure It is on. Father Stephen has some off with Rosaline from Wednesday

AM. to Saturday.

: S e 1



COMMUNITY NEWS & NOTICES
OPEN DAY REPORT

Many thanks to those who helped out and supported this event. Due to the
early rain, we had the stalls in the meeting room. We were glad to welcoms
our old friends and supporters and we had several new visitors too. £432
was raised which is the same as last year. Our hext Open Day & Coffee
morning will be on Friday 40 Dacember. We start at 10AM. Coffee or Tea
with cake or biscuit. We hope to have some stalls on the lawn outside the
church. There will be an Icon stall and book stall. Home made cake stall,
raffle, and tombola and a stall with DVDs, and CDs. It is good to see old
friends but we usually get some new visitors who are interested in
Orthodoaxy; it is good to spend time with them

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY

This resumes on Tuesday October 6" at 7PM in the library at St Fursey's
House, 111 Neville Road, Sutton. We will be studying the Parables using
the Orthodox Study Bible, the little book by Bishop Dimitri and the larger
study by St Theophylact of Ohrid.

THE BLESSING OF THE CATECHUMENS

Praise God we have several catachumens: Nicky, her brother Luke
Lynhe, Karl and maybe Suzarinel The blessing will take place before
the Liturgy on Sunday October 4%, and the lessons will take place
from 12 noon to 1PM after the Sunday Liturgy. Baptism and
Chrismations’ will be done on Sunday December 20t before the

Liturgy.

God Biess You Alll
Father Stephen

Telephone No: 01692 5818489,

smeeD EIFICAT IO Newas

~F Dsificarion is the ancient theological word used to describe the process by which a
. Christian becomes more like God. St. Peter speaks of this process when he writes, “As
|1 His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness .. . you may
¢ be partakers of the divine nature’ (1:3, 4).
_ What does it mean 'to partake of the divifie nature, and how do we experience this?
To. give an answer, let us first address what deification is not, and then describe what it is.

What deification isnot. When the Church calls us to pursue godliness, to be more like
@od, this dogs nor mean that human beings become divine. We do not become like God in
His nature, That would not only be heresy; it would be impossible. For we are human, always
have been human, and always will be human. We cannot take on the nature of God.

St. John of Damascus makes a remarkable observation. The word “God” in the Scriptures
refers not to the divine niture or-essence, for that is unknowable - “God® refers rather to the
divine encrgics—the power and grace of God that we can percéive in this world. The Greek
word for God, theos, comes from % verb meaning “run,” “see,” ot “burn.” These are energy
words, 5o to speak, not essence words, : '

In John 10:34, Jesus, quoting Psalm 81:6, repeats the passage, “You are god': * The fact
that He was spcalcmg to a group of hypocrmml religious leaders who were accusing Him of
blasphemy malces the meaning dowubly clear: Jesus is nor using “god” to refer to divine nature.
We are gods in that we bear His image, not His nature.

Whet deification is. Deification means we are to become more like God through His grace
or divine ‘energies. In creation; humans were made in the image and likeness of God (Gn:1:26
according to human nature. In other words, humanity by naturé’is an icon or image of deity:
The divine image is in all humanity. Through sin, however, this image and likeness of God was
marred, and we fell. )

When the Son of God assumed our humanity in the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary,
the process of our being renewed in God’s image and likeness was begun. Thus, those who are
joined to Christ, through faith, in Hely Baptism begin a process of re-creation, being renewed
in God’s image and likeness. We become, as St. Peter writes, “partalcers of the divine nature”
(L:4).

Because of the Incarnation of the Son of God, because the fullness of God has inhabited
human flesh, being joined to Christ means that it is again possible to experience deification,
the fulfillment of our human destiny. That is, threugh union with Christ, we become by grace
what God is by nature—we “become children of God” (Jn 1:12). His deity interpenetrates ou
humaniry.

Historically, deification has. often been illustrated by the example of a sword in the fire. A
steel sword is thrust into a hot fire until the sword takes on a red glow: The energy of the fire
interpenetrates the sword. The sword never becomes fire, but it picks up the properties of fire.

By application, the divine energies mterpeﬂetrate the human nature of Christ. When

we are joined. to Christ, our humanity is interpenctrated with the energies of God
through Christ’s glﬂl‘[ﬁt_d flesh. Nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ, we partake '~
of the grace of God—His strength, His righteousness, His love—and are ensbled to -
serve Him and glorify Him. Thus we, being human, are belng deified.



Vestments

In the Orthodox Church the clergy vest in special
vothing for the liturgical services. There are two fun-
damental Christian vestments, the first of which is the
haptismal robe. This robe, which is worn by hishops
unl priests at the service of holy communion and
which should always be white, is the “rohe of salva-
o™ the white ganment in which every Christian is
ddothed on his day of baptism, symbolizing the new
humanity of Jesus and life in the Kingdom of God.
(Revelation 7:911) :

Ihe second fundamental vestment for Christian clergy
i the stole or epitrachelion which goes around the
neck and shoulders. 1t is the sign of the pastaral office
and was “originally made of wool to syimholize the
sheep--that is. the members of the lock of Christ
for whom the pastors are responsible, Both hishops
and priests wear this vestiment when they are exercis-
ing their pastoral office. wilnessing to the Fact that
the ministers of the Church live and act solely far the
members of Christ’s ock,

As the Church developed through histary Ihe vest-
ments of the clergy grew more numerous, Special cufis
tor deacons, priests, and hishops were added 1o keep
the sleeves of the vestiments oul of the way ol the
celebrants during the divine services, When putting on
their cuffs, the clergy read lines from the psalms re-
minding them that their handsbelong (o God.

Aspecial helt was added as well to hold the vestments
m place. When pulling on the belt the clergy say

{ . psadms which remind them that it is God who “pirds

them with strength™ to fullill their service. Only the
hishops and priests wear e liturgical helr,

All orders of the clergy wear a special outer garment.
Deacons, sub-deacons, and readers wear a robe called
i sticharion, [t is probably the haptismal garment,
decorated and made more elaborate. Deacons and
sub-deacons also wear a stole called the orarion.
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probably originally a piece of material upon which
were inscribed the liturgical litanies and prayers
{orare means to pray). The deacon still holds up the
orarion in a position of prayer when he intones his
parts of the divine services, The sub-deacon’s orarion
is placed around his back in the sign of the cross.

Priests wear Lheir white baptismal robe over which
they have their pastoral stole, cuffs and belt. They
also wear a large garment called a phelonion which
covers their entire body in the back and goes below
their waist in front. This vestment was probably de-
veloped from the formal garments of the early
Christian era and, under the inspiration of the Bible,
came (o be identificd with the calling of the priestly
life. When putting on his phelonion, the pnest 5ays
the lines of Bsalm 132:

Thy priests, O Lord, shall clothe themselves in
righteousness, and the saints shall rejoice with

joy always now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

The hishops traditionally probably also wore the
phelonioh over which they placed the omoforion,
the sign of their episcopal office as leading pastor of
the local church, When the Christian empire was
captured by the Turks in the fifteenth century, how-
ever, the Christian bishops of the East were given
civil rule over all Christians under Turkish domina-
tion. At that time. since there was no longer a Chris-
lian empire, the bishops adopted the imperial insignia
and began to dress as the Christian civil rulersused to
dress. Thus, they began to wear the sakkos, the im-
perial robe, and the mitre. the imperial crown, They
also began to stand upon the orlets (the eagle) during
the divine services and to carry the staff which sym-
holized more their secular power than their pastoral
alfice. At that time as well. the word despota(vladyko
or mastery—a title for temporal rather than spiritual

L6




'tijr the Deducauon Ty

-,fToneﬁ,i S il - G
6. The ancient. Law commanded the cefebrat:cm of the e
dedlcatlon and it chcl well. But:tls"better to celehrate,
‘a dedicat:on by a. renewaf forsa
Iands are. renewed at the presenc :
Iands are the' Churches of the, Gentx!es wh1ch tame
1o bef founded and; estabhshed in: God Thus, as we
cornmemorate the dedrcatlon et us celebrate args
newaiT : B :

whach Ieéd tD éafh 'rEudedJcatang a”:__.__... _
. that they can ha th ' of evil: Let u&no Ec:nger
remember th_ 5 :

_ _' L '-Tmpahcn of the Ded atmn’z :
2 (Tone 4. Jo ] W SN

- AsYou. had shm-.rn Frmm oM hrgh the_sptendor of the t'r-
mament, so did:¥ou. show.on earth the splendor of the-
dweilmg -place of  Your holy ‘glomy: hake it stand" firrg "
forever.and ever, and dCCE.‘f.'tt the suppitcations mh:(:h' we:
offer there to You, unceasingly, thraugh Your Mother E)
You the L:fe and Qesurrection of alll

HOMILY PAGE

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop
{Serma 336, 1.5 PL.J.&|-‘dlt 1861, l-m [ATZ. 1473
THE BUILDNNG AND nm:cf\ﬂ-mu aF c.‘.uus HOUSE WLTHIN us ;
We are gathered together to celebrate the. dFdICﬂEIOﬂ of a
house of prayer. This is our house of pra;er but we too are a
house of God. If we are a house o] 3 Gad its constrUctron goes on

_in tifmeiso that it may be dedicated at the end of time. The -

house; in its constru:;tmn anuivaﬁ h&rd work Whllf'— its dfdlca‘
tion'is an occasion for” rejoleing. | .:0 oy
What was dor:e whpn this chu-ch Wwas bemg bu:l tis SII"Ula’ o

what i§° dom: 'HDEI']. bélievers' arke built up into Christ, When

thcy‘ f1|.'st Come to bEI]’_E,‘_VE Enef are, hk&.—[unber and StDﬂt'- fakt-ﬂ T
from woods ‘and | mountams In their mstrucuon -baptism “aird

Eormalmn they are, 50 to speak shaned ltvcied and amoot‘ﬁe.ﬂ

. ._by the' haﬂds oE cdrpenters and craftsmcm

‘But Chsastx ns da not makea home of_ God n.mtll they are one'. g

¢ in'chatity. The’ hmbet and storle mist fi ".toaetber inan m-dert}"-'i

p[an must be_;omed m pc:f:ct harmunyrmust gwe eahb other-" ]

.t"‘°‘5uPP0Ff as st were ‘of love,” ar o, cne wc}ufd eniﬂr me_-_"
© building. When you sée the atqnﬂs and beams of a bu:ldm&'_'

holdmg tccrcther secure!y, you enter the butidmg mxﬁ an eaﬁ}':
mind; -you are nol afraid cf its Fa[lmg down in mms g 3
" Christ the’ LD:E& wants to coma in-to.us and dW=1i imys, Likea

" good bu:lder be says: A new commcmdme’lt fgwe yau: Tove C”'l"'.__:
_another, He says: F give youi @ commandment. He means: Before,
- you were not’ cngaged in birilding & house for me, but youlayin ..

ruins. Therel’urc to be l:a,sed up frcn yuur furmf'r state Uf rum‘_ -

; You fmust [DVE‘ one anmﬁar

- The work we see mmplete in Ehls bu:udmcr i3 01"?5“:31

_+should find its Spmtual CDLHEE}I’paxt i yolr. hearts We see hEl‘E

the finished ‘product -of stone and ‘wogd; 50 too your iwe&
:FIOLIEd reve:al the hendemrk of Gad’s grace.. g, o

Let us then offer our {hanksvlmng auove all to Lha Lord our :
God, from wham every ‘best and perrect giff- comes. Let us
przuse ‘his goodness with our whofe hearts. He it was WhU
‘inspired in his faithful people the will to build this. house of
prayer; he stirred up their desire and gave f&zm his ""519 He
awakened. emhusmsm among those who were at first uncon-
vinced, and amd d tg a successful conclusion’ tha hEEar*a of men
of ghod will. )



